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Recoupment  

Frequently Asked Questions (FAQs)  

The COVID-19 pandemic had a negative effect on schools resulting in learning disruption nationally. Students with 
disabilities may need additional services and supports to regain skills lost resulting from the COVID-19 school facility 
closures. Even though school districts are not at fault for pandemic disruptions, students with disabilities are entitled to a 
free appropriate public education (FAPE). This FAQ document may help answer questions about Recoupment and 
Compensatory Education supports. 

 

Recoupment 

(Q) What is Recoupment? 
(A) Recoupment is a support provided to students with disabilities to address learning loss as a result of the COVID-19 

school facility closures. Recoupment considerations are made for students with disabilities with an active IEP.  
Recoupment support is determined by an IEP team based on each student’s individualized learning need(s). The 
IEP team must engage in an analysis of learning loss and related factors contributing to a lack of progress/loss of 
skills which impacted the student’s educational performance. 
The IEP team takes into consideration the student’s progress prior to school facility closures, as well as their 
current performance, including but not limited to grades, attendance, access to instruction, and IEP goal progress. 

  
(Q) What student data is reviewed to inform decisions about recoupment? 

(A) IEP Teams could consider the following factors, among others: 

 (1) the child’s present levels of academic achievement and functional performance;  
(2) the child’s previous rate of progress toward IEP goals;  
(3) documented frequency and duration of special education and related services provided to the child prior to the 
service disruptions caused by the COVID-19 pandemic; and   
(4) the degree of impact on educational performance 

  
(Q) Who determines whether and to what extent recoupment is needed? 
(A) IEP teams are to engage in individualized and student-centered deliberations when considering the need for and 

extent of recoupment. IEP teams may also consider input from, or encourage participation by, previous teachers 
and service providers, as appropriate, so that the other IEP Team members can benefit from their knowledge of 
the child’s skills and progress levels before the onset of, or during, the COVID-19 school facility closures. Further, 
IEP teams should consider how any recoupment support determined necessary can be delivered in a manner that 
does not diminish the child’s opportunities to interact with nondisabled peers to the maximum extent appropriate, 
and to participate in extracurricular and other nonacademic activities. 

  
(Q) When would an IEP team meeting to discuss recoupment be held? 
(A)  During the 2021-22 school year, IEP teams must engage in a discussion regarding potential learning loss for all 

students who had an IEP during the COVID-19 school facility closures either: at the first convening IEP team 
meeting (annual, triennial, transition); or within 30 days of parent/guardian request.  If an IEP team meeting has 
already convened for the year, the IEP team should meet to discuss recoupment as soon as possible. 

  
(Q) When can a discussion on recoupment for my child take place? 
(A) Discussions about recoupment take place at IEP team meetings.  Administrator Designees are responsible for 

guiding the discussion and conversation but as in all other areas, any IEP team member can raise the topic, 
including parents.  
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(Q) When might recoupment be considered or offered? 
(A) Recoupment may be considered if services on the IEP were provided during school facility closures, however: 

- Previously acquired skills were lost 
- Student did not make effective progress toward achieving their IEP goals 
- Student did not make effective progress in the general education curriculum 
- Student needs additional supports and/or services temporarily to address learning loss  

  
(Q) How much recoupment support can a student receive? 
(A) IEP teams have the responsibility to offer educational support and/or services sufficient to allow the student to 

recoup lost skills and continue to make progress on IEP goals. There is no specific formula to determine the amount 
or type of recoupment support and/or service(s) that may be offered, if needed and determined appropriate, will 
vary based on the student’s individual needs and circumstances. 

  
(Q) How is recoupment calculated? 
(A) Recoupment support(s) must be reasonably calculated to provide the educational benefits that likely would have 

accrued from special education services had school facilities remained open. 
  
(Q) Who can address my interest in investigating if my child needs recoupment? 
(A) Parents are always encouraged to reach out to their child’s case carrier (Special Education Teacher) first. If the case 

carrier cannot be reached, please contact the school Administrator over Special Education.  Parents can always 
reach out to their Local District Special Education Support team or call the Division of Special Education School and 
Family Support Services Call Center at 213-241-6701 for support. 

  
(Q) Will all students with IEPs receive recoupment support? 
(A) IEP teams are to consider a student’s individual circumstances, including the student’s strengths, impact of their 

disability on access to support and/or services, and social-emotional well-being while reviewing student 
performance data to determine if learning loss resulted from the COVID-19 school facility closures, and if so, 
consider ways to accelerate the student’s learning.  All students with individualized education programs (IEPs) will 
have a documented recoupment consideration on their IEP. Though the school facility closures were unavoidable, 
the District is committed to working with families and community partners to ensure all students with disabilities 
receive recoupment, if deemed necessary by the learning loss analysis conducted by the IEP team. 

  
(Q) What supports might address COVID-19 school facility closures learning loss?  
(A) As part of the discussion and review of student performance data indicating learning loss, the IEP team may 

consider the use of multi-tiered systems of support including the use of Tier 1, 2, or 3 interventions and/or 
universal designs for learning to address loss of skills or regression. 
Addressing learning loss due to the pandemic involves establishing measurable goals and monitoring systems for 
student access and engagement, as well as addressing social-emotional and academic learning. 

  
(Q) Why is it called recoupment and not compensatory education? 
(A) While both recoupment and compensatory education are designed to address concerns regarding a student’s 

progress, LAUSD is using the term recoupment to specifically describe the support necessary to address learning 
loss due to school facility closures.  LAUSD acknowledges that other agencies, including the California Department 
of Education (CDE), may use the term compensatory education to describe the support LAUSD refers to as 
recoupment. Other local education agencies also use other descriptions for this type of support, including COVID-
19 Recovery Services, for example. However, labeled, these services are designed to address the same thing: 
learning loss specific to school closures as a result of the COVID-19 pandemic. 
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Compensatory Education 

(Q) What is Compensatory Education? 
(A) Compensatory education is provided to students with IEPs as a remedy for the District’s violation of the Individuals 

with Disabilities Education Act (IDEA) that resulted in a denial of a free appropriate public education (FAPE).   
  
(Q) When is compensatory education offered? 
(A) Compensatory education may be agreed upon by an IEP team under certain circumstances arising from non-

school-closure related issues. Compensatory education may also be offered, as a result of dispute resolution 
processes, including alternate dispute resolution (ADR), informal dispute resolution (IDR), mediation only, or due 
process proceedings. Refer to “A Parent’s Guide to Special Education Services (Including Procedural Rights and 
Safeguards)” for more information.  

  
(Q) How much compensatory education time may be offered?  
(A) The amount of compensatory time awarded is determined by the student’s individual need(s).  It is not necessarily 

offered on a minute-for-minute basis. 

 


